
The Truth of a Question
Q & A Sermon Series

Books for Sale this Month:

Reading While Black: African American Biblical 
Interpretation as an Exercise in Hope by Esau 
McCaulley

Healing Racial Trauma: the Road to Resilience by 
Sheila Wise Rowe

Who Will Be A Witness: Igniting Activism for God’s 
Justice, Love, and Deliverance by Drew Hart

Becoming Brave: Finding the Courage to Pursue 
Racial Justice Now by Brenda Salter McNeil

“Reading While Black”, page 91

“The question isn’t always which account of Christianity uses the Bible. The 
question is which does justice to as much of the biblical witness as possible. There 
are uses of Scripture that utter a false testimony about God. This is what we see in 
Satan’s use of Scripture in the wilderness. The problem isn’t that the Scriptures 
that Satan quoted were untrue, but when made to do the work that he wanted 
them to do, they distorted the biblical witness. This is my claim about the slave 
master exegesis of the antebellum South. The slave master arrangement of 
biblical material bore false witness about God. This remains true of quotations of 
the Bible in our own day that challenge our commitment to the refugee, the poor, 
and the disinherited.”

Sermon Series: “Q & A”

What the various questions we find in Scripture can 
teach us about God and ourselves



Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of 
this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in 

years.” (Luke 1:18)

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am 
a virgin?” (Luke 1:34)

Although there is much room in faith for 
questions, there still is such a thing as a 

bad question.

Examples of Destructive and Harmful Questions

- “Did God really say you must not eat from any 
tree in the garden?” (Genesis 3:1)

- His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining 
your integrity? Curse God and die!” (Job 2:9)

- And they questioned Jesus, asking, “Is it lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might 
accuse Him. (Matthew 12:10)

Michelangelo, Detail from 
the Sistine Chapel

What is the difference between Zechariah’s 
question and Mary’s?



Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of 
this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in 

years.” (Luke 1:18)

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 
virgin?” (Luke 1:34)

The difference between Zechariah’s and Mary’s questions 
is not their identity or word choice, but their attitude: 

Mary believes it can happen but is unsure as to how, while 
Zechariah doubts it can happen at all.

The key to understanding questions in the Bible is not just 
the person who asks them and the words they use, but 
the attitudes and intentions behind those questions.

Friedrich Ludy, Jesus Denounces the Scribes and Pharisees

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 
They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they 

said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the 
way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, 

because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your 
opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you 
trying to trap me?” (Matthew 20:15-20)



On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” 
he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’”
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” (Luke 10:25-29)

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that 
Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, 

which is the most important?”
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 

God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one 
and there is no other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your 

understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is 
more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.” (Matthew 12:28-34)

More than just being a principle of biblical 
interpretation, taking time to discern the intent 

and heart behind questions is an issue of 
discipleship.

An unfriendly person pursues selfish ends 
and against all sound judgment starts quarrels.

Fools find no pleasure in understanding 
but delight in airing their own opinions.

To answer before listening—
that is folly and shame. (Proverbs 18:1-2,13)

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should 
be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 

because human anger does not produce the righteousness that 
God desires. (James 1:19-20)



Ignoring the heart behind 
questions has very real 
consequences on our 

personal relationships and 
interactions.

Ignoring the heart behind 
questions has very real 
consequences on our 

culture and institutions.

“On Being an Angry _____ Person”, Christianity Today

“People of color and other minorities who are vocal about issues of race 
and justice are often called angry - ‘angry asian man’, ‘angry black guy’, 
‘angry feminist lady’, etc.

This might not seem like a big deal because some of these people are 
indeed angry in a purely objective sense. But the use of this word in this 
context often carries an additional connotation, that this person's anger is 
not appropriate or justified.”

“On Being an Angry _____ Person”, Christianity Today

“That is what people really mean when they talk about an ‘angry _____ 
person’ - they are saying, ‘unnecessarily and excessively angry _____ 
person.’ Intentionally or not, the use of that word implies abnormality, an anger 
that is pathological in nature, as if a product of genetics, rather than context.

You can see this dynamic at work in nearly every racially charged controversy 
in American culture, from the riots in Ferguson to debates on football kneeling, 
where people are quick to dismiss the concerns of minorities as nothing more 
than political correctness run amok. In this way, minorities are often portrayed 
as having an anger problem, rather than having a problem which makes them 
angry, two very different things.”



But how do we see the intent and heart 
behind a question?

Pray to God for insight
Refrain from initial judgments

Truly listen
Relationship

History

Taking the time and effort to discern the heart 
and intention behind questions truly sets us 

apart from the world.


